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Name Thunder Rose

Cause and Effect

 • A cause is what makes something happen. An effect is what happens as a result of the cause. 

 • If there are no clue words, ask yourself, “What made this event happen? What happened as a 
result of this event?”

 • An effect may become the cause of another effect.

Directions  Read the following passage. Then answer the questions below.

Walking home, Arthur could hardly 
see where he was going. The fierce 

wind whipped the snow around. At least 
a foot of snow covered the sidewalks. His 
socks, shoes, and pant legs were soaked, 
and his hands felt like ice. He knew his 
dad would be home from work when he 
got there. He just hoped that there would 
be some warm cocoa and popcorn waiting. 

Finally, he reached his door. As he hurried 
inside, he could smell cocoa and popcorn. 
Arthur changed out of his wet clothes and 
sat down to enjoy his snack with his dad. 
But the best part of all was the news on 
television. Because of the bad storm that 
Arthur had walked through, there would 
be no school the next day!

 1. Why was Arthur unable to see where he was going?

 2. What were some of the effects of the snowstorm in the neighborhood?

 3. What was an effect of the snowstorm that pleased Arthur?

 4. If you had a day off from school because of bad weather, what would you do with it?

 5. What was the cause of the last day you had off from school, other than a weekend?

Home Activity  Your child read a short passage and answered questions about cause and effect. With your 
child, write a short story about a hero. Include what caused the person to act heroically and the effects of 
his or her heroism.
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